MARSHAL
With cannon-balls ploughing up the water that reached
to his horse's belly, he went over in advance of the 6th
Light Infantry. There was no easy yielding among the
Austrians that day, and several attacks -were needed
before, soon after noon, they commenced retiring. More
than one of these scrambling onslaughts had been led
by the Marshal in person, who displayed the rough-and-
ready verve of a company officer and was among the
first to wave a sword in the street of Elchingen. It 'was
a great triumph for Ney and his 6th Corps, with the
Austrians sent flying to their fate in the marked centre
ofUlm.
This was foremost in the Emperor's mind a year or
two later, when he inaugurated patents of nobility with
titles derived from a province or battle where the recipient
-had been distinguished. Ney was honoured as the Duke
of Elchingen, which only needs to be repeated in order
to convince one that these dukedoms were among the
most transient Napoleonic creations. For who now asso-
ciates Ney with such a title, or would recognize Lannes
as Duke of Montebello or Davout as Duke of Auerstadt?
Twenty-four hours later Ney had united -with the 5th
Corps in taking up the pursuit. Part of the Austrians
streamed away in total disorder, while Mack and his
remnants completed the French plan by making for the
shelter of Ulm, with Lannes pounding the left of their
retreat and Ney on the right. The i5th saw a dashing
attack by Ney on the heights of Michelbert, north of the
position, 'which, breaking through the skeleton defence,
"was the last move in the closure.
Negotiations lasted a few days when, owing to a
change in the weather, the French endured agonies of
discomfort. Ney's corps had been on the march, between
spells of fighting, since the morning of Elchingen, and
had, moreover, gone with tightened belts as rations were
still a problem. There was now a chance of resting
before Ulm, but it found them exposed to such cold and
rainstorms that the very rudiments of discipline were
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